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BURNTWOOD TOWN COUNCIL 
BURNTWOOD CEMETERY 
MEMORIALS
WITH EFFECT FROM 19 DECEMBER 2019
1.
Memorials may be erected on the concrete plinth at the head of a grave space or a cremated remains plot subject to the permission of the Town Council being granted to an approved memorial mason.  Approved memorial masons are defined as memorial masons who have signed up to the Council’s Memorial Registration Scheme.  The right to erect a memorial rests with the 'Exclusive Right deed-holder', or their next of kin or executor, and will be for the unexpired portion of the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial.  Notice must be given to the Town Council before carrying out any work in connection therewith.  The Council may remove memorials from a grave space or cremated remains plot when the period of the right of burial has expired.  No grave mound, kerbing or other surround will be permitted in any section of the Cemetery and grave spaces will be turfed at ground level as soon as possible after any earth settlement has ceased.
2.
Prior to the production of a new memorial, or an alteration to an existing one, an application shall be submitted to the Council.  The application shall consist of two drawings with the name and address of the mason detailing the specifications and showing the dimensions and shape of the base and headstone and the text of any inscription thereon.  On approval, a signed copy of the drawing will be returned to the applicant as a permit.  If the mason commences work on the memorial prior to receiving the Council’s permission it will be at their own risk. 
3.
All memorials shall be constructed of granite, marble, slate or other hard natural stone of durable and sound quality as approved by the Council, and shall have the number of the grave space cut conspicuously thereon in a position approved by the Town Council, the expense thereof being borne by the applicant.  Trade inscriptions other than the supplier’s name and district will not be permitted.

4. Only lawn type headstones may be erected on Adult or Child Graves.  Headstones must be erected in the position indicated by the Town Council. The headpiece shall be constructed of a single piece of stone, although they may be inlaid with natural stone, lead or bronze as part of the design or inscription and shall not exceed 90cm (36 inches) in height, 90cm (36 inches) in width or be less than 7.5cm (3 inches) in thickness.  The base must also be constructed of a single piece of stone.  The headpiece must be fixed to the base by the approved NAMM method.  The headpiece and base must be fixed to the concrete plinth by the approved NAMM method. 
The overall height of the headpiece and base must not exceed 90cm (36 inches).  The headpiece and base or any part thereof shall not protrude beyond the inner edge of the kerb (edging stone) and shall not be greater than 37.5cm (15 inches) in depth.  The memorial shall be fixed centrally to the grave space and abutting the inner edge of the concrete plinth edging kerb.

5.
The text on any memorial shall be subject to the approval of the Council.

6.
The base of the memorial may be drilled to accommodate up to three (3) metal vases which do not protrude more than 2.5cm (1 inch) above the base.   
7.
Only Desk Top style memorials may be positioned on Cremated Remains Plots.  They must be positioned in the location indicated by the Town Council.

7.1
Section 3


4 Casket Remain Plots – Desk Top Style

The memorials shall be constructed of a single piece of stone, although they may be inlaid with natural stone, lead or bronze as part of the design.


Memorial Size 


The size shall not exceed 22.5cm (9 inches) or be less than 5.0cm (2 inches) in height, 60cm (24 inches) in width, and 45cm (18 inches) in depth.  The memorial or part thereof shall not protrude beyond the inner edge of the kerb (edging stone).  The memorial may be drilled to accommodate up to three (3) metal vases which do not protrude more than 2.5cm (1 inch) above the memorial.  The memorial shall be fixed to the Cremated Remains plot abutting the inner edge of the concrete plinth edging kerb.

7.2
Section 5


2 Casket Remain Plots – Desk Top Style

The memorials shall be constructed of a single piece of stone, although they may be inlaid with natural stone, lead or bronze as part of the design.


Memorial Size 


The size shall not exceed 22.5cm (9 inches) or be less than 5.0cm (2 inches) in height, 45cm (18 inches) in width, and 45cm (18 inches) in depth.  The memorial or part thereof shall not protrude beyond the inner edge of the kerb (edging stone).  The memorial may be drilled to accommodate up to two (2) metal vases which do not protrude more than 2.5cm (1 inch) above the memorial.  The memorial shall be fixed to the Cremated Remain plot abutting the inner edge of the concrete plinth edging kerb.
8.
Subject to the permission of the Town Council, photographs of the deceased may be affixed to memorials provided that such photographs are of an approved material and do not exceed an overall size of 10cm by 7.5cm (4 inches by 3 inches) and not exceed one per interment.

9.
Memorials of metal, pottery, plastic, glass or fibre glass are forbidden and will be removed without notice.

10.
All workmen employed, on behalf of the owner of the exclusive right of burial or personal representative of such person, to erect any monument shall carry out their work strictly under the direction of the Council and shall:
10.1
At the cost of the owner, or personal representative, fill up and level the ground, remove all waste and unwanted material and make good any damage or injury whatsoever occasioned in the process of the work.

10.2
Perform the work during the normal opening hours of the Cemetery.

11.
Execution of Works

11.1
Works may not be commenced at the Cemetery until any fees payable to the Council have previously been paid and any required permission has been granted.
11.2
Stonemasons will only be admitted into the Cemetery to install, remove or alter a memorial after an application is made to the Council and permission is granted.  The application must be made at least three clear working days before the mason wishes to carry out the work and a mutually acceptable date and time for any work to be undertaken agreed between both parties.  A Council Officer must be on site when the work is commenced.  All refuse, surplus soil, rubbish and materials shall be removed at the completion of the work to the satisfaction of the Council.  No works may be executed on Saturdays, Sundays or other public or bank holiday and any other day set apart by the Council as a holiday.
12.
The removal and re-erection of a monument to facilitate the re-opening of a private grave or to level such grave shall be at the expense of the grave owner or their personal representative.

13.
Any memorial removed from a grave to facilitate an interment shall be replaced as soon as possible, but in any case, no later than the first anniversary of the last interment.

14.
Any unauthorised memorial shall be removed at the expense of the grave owner, or their personal representative.

15.
Any memorial erected in the Cemetery remains the property and responsibility of the grave owner or their personal representative and therefore, remains in the Cemetery at the sole risk of, and must be kept in a good state of repair by, the said owner or personal representative.

16.
The Council shall not be held responsible for any damage or breakage which may occur to any monument or memorial through any cause whatsoever.

17.
Cut flowers and evergreens may be placed in approved vases prior to the placing of a memorial or for a period not exceeding 12 months from the date of interment. 
No more than two vases per grave or cremated remains plot will be allowed. The vases must be made of stone and measure no more than 22.5cm (9 inches) high or wide.  The Council will remove a vase made of any other material. The Council reserves the right to remove flowers for maintenance purposes and to remove them permanently when they are withered. 
No artificial flowers or permanent, ornaments, windmills, lanterns, wind chimes, balloons, plants are to be placed on the grassed area or fencing  to be placed on or around the grave space or cremated remains plot.  Temporary nameplates may be installed for a period not exceeding 12 months.

Any rules and regulations relating to Memorials previously in force in respect of Burntwood Cemetery are hereby superseded.
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