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Burntwood Cemetery

Frequently Asked Questions
Below you’ll find some of the most common questions bereaved families ask Burntwood Town Council when planning an interment. 
What is the difference between a burial and an interment?
‘Burial’ is a specific term which describes placing the body of the deceased into the ground in a casket or coffin.
‘Interment’ is a wider, more general, term meaning placing remains in their final resting place. This can include burial in the ground or placing ashes into a plot. 
Burntwood Cemetery offers both burial plots and cremated remains plots and details can be found on the cemetery web pages. 
What is a burial plot, and how is it purchased?
A burial plot is a designated area in a cemetery where a person is laid to rest. Plots can vary in size with single, double or triple depth. Plots for cremated remains can be purchased for 2 or 4 sets of remains. 
Do I need a funeral director?
We recommend that you use a Funeral Director to help arrange your funeral. Their expertise helps to ease the stress on grieving families.
Funeral Directors can play a crucial role in managing the arrangements for a funeral. They work with you to ensure that the burial goes according to your wishes, handle legal documentation such as death certificates and burial permits, and arrange transportation for the deceased. They can also assist with organising services, including scheduling the burial, contacting the cemetery, and making sure that any religious or cultural practices are honoured. 
If, however, you would like to arrange your own funeral, or you require something simpler, you are welcome to do so directly with Burntwood Town Council. In this instance you will manage any services, attendance by your family or other special requirements, and Burntwood Town Council will ensure that space is allocated, and the plot made ready for your interment. 
Why have I only been sold the grave for a set period? 
Plots at Burntwood Cemetery are leased for 30 years, with options to extend for a further 10 years. The option to extend can be used at any time. The national legal maximum is 100 years.  


Now that I own the grave, can anyone else be buried in it if I don't want them to? 
No. Graves cannot be opened without the permission in writing of the registered owner of the grave (called ‘the Lessee’). 
Can I transfer ownership of the plot?
Ownership of the plot (the Exclusive Right of Burial) in a grave can be transferred should the lessee pass away or should family circumstances change. When the plot is leased, the owners are provided with a form to complete a transfer. 
You can do this by contacting Burntwood Town Council or by sending in your completed form. We can provide a replacement form if needed. A signature will be required which should be witnessed. This is made clear on the form. 
Can I bury cremated remains in a burial plot?
In some cases, it is possible to make space for later interment of cremated remains in a full grave. You, or your Funeral Director must notify Burntwood Town Council of this prior to any burial. This is because in these circumstances, the grave will be dug slightly deeper than normal to ensure no remains are disturbed.
It is against the law to disturb human remains without licence (including cremated remains in a casket or urn). 
Why are graves dug so deep? 
Graves must be dug to a sufficient depth to allow future burials to take place safely and to meet legal requirements. 
The law determines the amount of undisturbed earth between each coffin and the amount of earth that must cover the last interment. You can read about the legal requirements here ICCM shallow grave link.
The depth of the plot will be notified to us by the funeral director. 
What is a double-depth grave?
A double-depth grave is a burial plot designed to accommodate two caskets or coffins; one stacked above the other. This is often chosen by spouses or close family members who wish to be buried together. The grave is dug deeper than a single-depth grave to allow room for the two caskets. The first casket is placed in the bottom of the grave, and the second is placed on top, separated by a layer of earth. 
The grave was initially dug for one person; there is only one person in the grave, can I now have an additional interment in that plot?
No. When a grave is purchased to take two full body burials, the depth of the first burial must consider the need for the second burial. There are legal requirements as to how much earth must be left between coffins, and it is therefore not physically possible to put an extra coffin into the grave without breaking the law. 
However, if when planning a full burial, you wish to account for future cremated remains caskets or urns, these may still be buried within the grave, but Burntwood Town Council must be notified of this requirement. 
What type of memorial can I have?
Depending on whether you have chosen a burial or cremated remains plot, you can choose from two types of memorial at Burntwood Cemetery. 
Burial plot memorials are described as ‘lawn-type’ or headstone memorials. They are simple, classic headstones with a square or shaped top and presented in such a way that you can personalise with shapes and colours, etchings or photo plaques, providing designs are approved by Burntwood Town Council. 
Cremated remains plots are decorated with ‘Desktop’ memorials. These are ‘wedge’ shaped stone memorials which sit flat next to the plot. They can be decorated in a similar way to the headstones.
Burntwood Town Council recommends that you talk to qualified and recognised stonemasons. They are all aware of the Burntwood Town Council regulations and can advise you how to be creative whilst staying within the regulations. 
Burntwood Cemetery will always try to accommodate the requirements of bereaved families. However, to maintain the peaceful and simple look and feel of the Cemetery there are rules and regulations which must be adhered to. Your chosen stonemason will be able to advise you on size and shape. All memorials must be approved by Burntwood Town Council.
 Who is responsible for the memorial? 
Whilst Burntwood Town Council responsible for maintaining the cemetery in a safe condition, you (the owner/lessee) have a responsibility to maintain your memorial throughout the lease period. There are specific regulations for memorials which can be found here.
Cemetery staff carry out routine inspections of memorials in the cemetery and when one is identified as being unstable and likely to fall and injure someone it may be cordoned off, laid flat or have a temporary support installed. You will receive a letter in these circumstances. 
Can a body be buried in a biodegradable casket?
Yes, biodegradable caskets are made from natural materials such as untreated wood, wicker, bamboo, or cardboard, which break down more easily in the soil compared to traditional metal or varnished wood caskets. Many Funeral Directors now offer biodegradable casket options for the environmentally conscious. Speak to your Funeral Director to see what options are available to you. You can find a list of local Funeral Directors on our web pages. 
What happens at a graveside service?
A graveside service is a funeral or memorial service held at the interment site, typically after a ceremony at a church, funeral home, or another location. They can be an intimate and focused way to honour the deceased.
Such a service typically lasts between 20 minutes and an hour, depending on faith and culture, beliefs and requirements of the family. The family may ask a priest or celebrant to speak.
During a graveside service, mourners gather to say final goodbyes as the body is interred. The service may include prayers, readings, personal reflections, and (with permission) sometimes music. The casket is often lowered into the grave as part of the ceremony, and attendees may have the opportunity to place flowers or earth.  
Speak to your Funeral Director to find out what’s appropriate. 
Will the grave be filled in straight after a funeral? 
At Burntwood Cemetery, plots are filled in and made tidy directly after the family and friends have departed the graveside. 
Graves will be marked in advance of the interment and are usually prepared for burial at least one full day before the funeral. Coffins and caskets will not be left uncovered overnight, unless there are exceptional circumstances (such as weather). 
How are graves maintained over time?
The cemetery is maintained by groundskeeping staff, who are responsible for mowing the grass, trimming plants, and keeping the area around the graves clean and accessible. Maintenance of graves is the responsibility of the owner. Headstones will be periodically inspected for safety. 
At Burntwood Cemetery, all plots are checked a minimum of once a fortnight. Any dead flowers and plants are removed, and graves are tidied of prohibited decorations as well as broken decorations or pots which may be dangerous. Gardeners maintain the grounds with regular cutting and management of edging, trees and weeds. 


What is a headstone inscription, and what should it include?
An inscription is the text engraved on a gravestone, typically including the deceased’s name, dates of birth and death, and sometimes a brief epitaph or personal message. Inscriptions can also include religious symbols, quotes, or images that reflect the individual’s personality or beliefs. Choosing an inscription is a deeply personal decision. Many cemeteries have guidelines on the size and content of inscriptions, particularly in religious or traditional settings. Some families prefer to keep the inscription simple, while others opt for longer tributes that highlight the deceased’s life and achievements.
In Burntwood Cemetery, you are free to have any meaningful inscription on your headstone. However, there are specific regulations regarding inscriptions which must be followed to ensure that what is written is respectful and appropriate. You may either speak to Burntwood Town Council or to your stonemason for advice.
Can a burial plot be inherited?
Yes, burial plots can be inherited, often as part of a family’s estate. If an individual owns a burial plot and has not used it at the time of death, the rights to the plot may be passed on to their next of kin or a designated beneficiary. 
In some cases, the plot may be passed down through generations, allowing family members to be buried together. However, the inheritance of burial plots is subject to the cemetery’s regulations, and the new owner must follow the cemetery’s rules regarding the use and maintenance of the plot.
What is a Funeral Directive?
A funeral directive is a legal document that allows you to outline your wishes for your funeral. It gives you the opportunity to:
· Appoint a trusted individual to make funeral arrangements on your behalf
· Specify how your funeral or memorial service should be conducted
· Indicate how expenses should be paid
· Direct whether your organs should be donated
· State whether you want burial, cremation, or another form of disposition
If you do not wish to create a specific Funeral Directive, you can include information regarding your funeral wishes in your Will. 
Are funeral directions in the Will enforceable?
It's also worth noting that funeral directions in a Will are usually seen as wishes rather than legally binding instructions. However, when they are clearly stated, executors and family members will generally follow them out of respect.


What is the Natural Death Society?
Established in 1991, The Natural Death Centre is a social, entrepreneurial, educational charity that gives free, impartial advice on all aspects of dying, bereavement and consumer rights.
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