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Lichfield District to mark VE Day 75 from home
Attractions across Lichfield District will be commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE
Day virtually on Friday 8 May 2020.
While many planned events have had to be scaled back due to the ongoing spread of the coronavirus,
the district is marking the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War in Europe by adapting
plans to fit lockdown guidelines.
Lichfield Cathedral is joining cathedrals across the country with the Big Picnic for Hope, a project
designed to remember heroes of the past and present.
The Big Picnic for Hope is an opportunity for households to have a picnic indoors or in their gardens,
while connecting virtually with family and friends.
It gives the nation a unique way to remember heroes who have kept the country safe in the past and
those on the new home front, including key workers - from carers, delivery personnel, grocery workers
and public transport workers to medical researchers and frontline NHS staff.
The National Memorial Arboretum is also running a range of digital initiatives to mark VE Day 75. For
example, its planned Tea for II exhibition has been adapted so people can enjoy it online instead.
Inspired by the 75th anniversary of VE Day, it explores the quintessentially British nature of tea and how
these landmark occasions were marked at home and abroad.
The arboretum has also put together VE Day activity packs for children and adults as well as VE Day 75
anniversary tours of the arboretum’s famous memorials that can be downloaded from its website.
Councillor Iain Eadie, Cabinet Member for Investment, Economic Growth & Tourism, said: “It’s
important that we have an opportunity to thank the Second World War generation and to remember
the great sacrifices they made.
“From having a picnic to going on a virtual tour of the Tea for II exhibition, the revised plans will enable
us to mark this historic date and to feel part of a wider community, despite taking part in the
commemorations from home.”
To find out more, go to www.visitlichfield.co.uk/veday75.
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About
8 May 2020 marks 75 years since VE (Victory in Europe) Day when the Second World War came to an
end in Europe.
The long anticipated news resulted in spontaneous celebrations breaking out across the nation. A
national holiday was declared and people from all walks of life came together to mark the moment.
The war in the East did not end until 15 August 1945, when Japan surrendered. The day was celebrated
across the world as Victory over Japan (VJ Day).
Nationally
The official commemorations will begin at 11am with a national moment of remembrance and a two
minute silence.
Her Majesty The Queen will send a message to the nation at 9pm on BBC One, the exact moment her
father, King George VI, gave a radio address in 1945.
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales will read an extract from King George VI’s diary from 8 May 1945
which describes the day, including The Royal Family’s iconic Buckingham Palace balcony appearances.
Members of The Royal Family, the Prime Minister and the Culture Secretary will take part in a series of
video calls with Second World War veterans and those who served on the Home Front. The First
Minister of Wales Mark Drakeford will also host calls with veterans in Wales.
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/
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