News Release
For immediate release: 31 July 2019

Fradley roads to be named after RAF personnel
Lichfield District Council is seeking the relatives of men and women who served at
Fradley’s RAF base in the Second World War, to ask whether 16 local roads can be named
after them.
Fradley and Streethay Parish Council has suggested naming 15 streets in a development at Fradley Park
and one street in a development at Bridge Farm after people who served at Fradley’s RAF base in the
Second World War.
Lichfield District Council is responsible for street naming, and is now seeking any surviving relatives to
gain their consent to use the names.
Among the personnel who the roads are to be named after are pilots, a navigator, an evader, a rear
gunner and a mechanic. The list is made up of men who served in the British Royal Air Force, women
who were part of the Air Transport Auxiliary, as well as men from the Royal Australian Air Force.
The council is seeking the relatives of:









Don Charlwood – RAAF navigator
GL Dowling – RAAF pilot
Gordon Mellor – RAF evader
Rollo Sharpe – rear gunner
Kay Sayles – female mechanic
Lettice Curtis, Joan Mary Allen and Diana Barnato Walker - women of ATA who flew planes into
Fradley
TJ Clayton, CP Luther, ES Newell – died in training accidents
GA Dale, F Lupton, RH Chapman, A Easton, RA Hatfield - lost in action

The 16 suggested street names are: Hatfield Close, Dale Lane, Dowling Drive, Sayles Grove, Curtis Court,
Sharpe Close, Charlwood Avenue, Allen Way, Lupton Road, Chapman Close, Easton Street, Luther Way,
Newell Road, Clayton Avenue, Walker Drive and Mellor Drive.
Councillor Andy Smith, Cabinet Member for Customer Service & Innovation, said: “I am pleased that
we are able to honour the contribution of the personnel at the former RAF base in Fradley in this way.
Their names will serve as a reminder of the debt we owe them and will be a lasting memorial to their
work and bravery.
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“As part of the process we need to give their relatives the opportunity to approve the use of the names.
So, if you are a descendant of any of the men or women, please get in touch with us to tell us if you give
your consent.”
If you are a relative, please contact Lichfield District Council by emailing addresses@lichfielddc.gov.uk or
calling 01543 308763 by 5pm on Monday 19 August 2019.
Ends
Media enquiries
Esther Epstein, Press & Communications Officer, Lichfield District Council
T: 01543 308778 E: esther.epstein@lichfielddc.gov.uk
Background
Don Charlwood RAAF – A navigator who trained at Fradley and described his bomber command
experiences in the famous and highly acclaimed wartime novels No Moon Tonight and Journeys into
Night, now regarded as classics. He mentions Fradley and Lichfield during the war and gives details
about life on the base. Back home in Australia, he became a famous author. He was also an important
member of the RAF Lichfield Association making the long journey back to Fradley many times and was
keen to share his wartime experiences.
GL Dowling Flight Sergeant RAAF – A pilot who took off from Fradley on a Nickel Raid over Orleans. His
aircraft was hit by flak and so badly damaged that the crew had to bail out. Dowling managed to evade
capture and with the help of the French Resistance made a daring journey through France and Spain
eventually returning to Britain just six weeks after crashing in France. He was posted to 76 Squadron and
survived the war.
Gordan Mellor RAF Evader - Gordon trained at Fradley. He was shot down over Belgium and aided by
members of the French Resistance travelled to the Pyrenees and Gibraltar, before returning home. Just
one month after being reported missing, he turned up on his mother’s doorstep. It was the day of his
nineteenth birthday. He later wrote a book about his daring escape from occupied Europe.
Rollo Sharpe Australian Rear Gunner - Rollo trained at Fradley. His story would have been lost had he
not left his log and pay books at Fradley when he went back to Australia at the end of the war. He is a
representative of the many colonial men and women who risked their lives in defense of Britain during
the war.
Kay Sayles OBE - A skilled mechanic who served at Fradley. She became a staunch supporter of the RAF
Lichfield Association. A very colourful character, keen to preserve the wartime memories of Fradley
Aerodrome.
Women of the Air Transport Auxiliary who flew planes into Fradley: Lettice Curtis, Joan Mary Allen and
Diana Barnato Walker.
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Flight Sergeant TJ Clayton killed in a training accident on 22 July 1943 and Flight Sergeant CP Luther and
Flight Sergeant ES Newell both killed in training accidents on 4 August 1943.
Flight Sergeant RA Haftfield lost without trace on 14 June 1943.
Sergeant GA Dale lost over Germany and the occupied territories between 27 – 28 April 1942 as part of
Operation Nickel.
Pilot officers F Lupton, A Easton and RH Chapman part of two crews lost on the same night taking part
in Operation Essen between 16 and 17 September 1942.
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